Circularity in long-term international migration —
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Abstract

The contribution presents empirical evidences on long-term international circular migra-
tion to Germany and Hungary as receiving countries. Circulation is of rising importance in
the context of international migration policy on local, regional, national, international and
global level. Policy making is constrained by a lack of appropriate data and techniques so
data gathering is essential. The literature echoes the temporal character of circulation, but
we provide another side of the coin. The study aims to enrich geographic and demographic
knowledge of long-term international circulation based on official register data from 2006
to 2015. We explore the volume and intensity of circulation in the context of international
immigration of foreigners and test the hypothesis of crisis-resistant circulators. Moreover, we
seek to gain further insight into the demographic composition of international circular immi-
grants by gender, age, family status. We explain the robust single family status dominance
over others amongst circulators with the help of multiple selection processes. The contribu-
tion seeks to gain insight into the spatial characteristics of foreign circular migrants in the
two countries involved and tries to separate spatial circulatory systems based on numerical
information.
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